IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 2, 23 and 43-45, amend claims 1, 3, 10, 11, 14, 19, 21, 
22, 24, 30-32 and 37-39 and add new claims 50-52 as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) An absorbent garment comprising: 

a chassis having^a body side surface and a garment side surface; and 

an absorbent element connected to said garment side surface of said chassis at 
\ 

a first location and comprising a cover sheet having a first portion detachably 
connected to at least one ©f a second portion of said absorbent element cover sheet 



and said garment side surfiace of said chassis at a second location, wherein said first 
and second portions of said cover sheet absorbent elem e nt are each formed on an 
outer surface of said cover sheet absorb e nt element , said absorbent element 
comprising an absorbent material expandable from at least a first condition to a 
second condition, wherein said first portion of said cover sheet absorbent element 



detaches from said at least one of said second portion of said cover sheet absorbent 

I 

e l e m e nt and said garment side s;urface of said chassis at at least a portion of said 

i 

second location when said absorbent material expands to said second condition. 

I 

Claim 2 (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element is fix e dly connected to said chassis at said first location with a primary bond, 
and wherein said first portion of said cover sheet absorbent elem e nt is detachably 
connected to said at least one of said second portion of said cover sheet absorb e nt 
e l e m e nt and said chassis at said second location with a secondary bond, wherein said 
secondary bond is weaker than said primary bond. 



4. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
material has a first and second side, and ^further comprising a topsheet disposed 



adjacent said first side of said absorbent material. 



5. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said second 
location is positioned/laterally outboard from said first location. 



6. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element has a longitudinal extent and wherein said first location extends 



longitudinally along 



7. (Previously 
location extends Ion 
parallel relationship 



at least a portion of said absorbent element. 



Preseijited) The absorbent garment of claim 6 wherein said second 

j^itudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element in a 
with said first location. 



8. (Previously 
element has a long 
laterally spaced 
said second location 



Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
itudinal extent, wherein said first location comprises a pair of 
parallel and longitudinally extending primary locations, and wherein 
comprises a pair of laterally spaced secondary locations. 



9. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said second 
location comprises a bonding region defined by a longitudinally extending length and 
a laterally extending width. 



10. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 6 wherein said absorbent 
element comprises opposite ends, wherein at least one of said ends is fixedly 
connected to said chassis. 



1 1 . (Currently Ameneded) The absorbent garment of claim 1 0 wherein said fix e d 



connection between 



said at least one of said ends of said absorbent element and said 



chassis are spaced apart from said longitudinally extending first location. 



12. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
material composes a first fold having opposite side edges and a second and third fold 
attached to said opposite side edges of said first fold respectively and extending 
inwardly in an overlying relationship with said first fold. 



13. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
material comprises a plurality of disconnected layers. 

14. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 2 i wherein said absorbent 
material is not attached to said cover sheet. 

15. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said chassis 
comprises a top sheetland an extensible outer cover. 

16. (Previously Presemed) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said chassis 
comprises a front and b^ck panel, and wherein said absorbent element connects said 
front and back panels. 

Claim 17 (Cancelled). 



18. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 4 wherein said topsheet is 
interfolded with said absorbent material. 



19. (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment of claim 2 wherein said first portion 
of said cover sheet is detachably connected to said second portion of said cover sheet. 



20. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 19 wherein said first and 
second portions of said cover sheet comprise overlying folds of said cover sheet. 

1 



21. (Currently Arr 'ended) The absorbent garment of claim 2 i wherein said first 



portion of said co 



^er sheet is detachably connected to said chassis. 



22. (Currently Amended) A method of absorbing exudates excreted from a user with 
an absorbent garment comprising: 

providing a chassis having a body side surface and a garment side surface and 
an absorbent element connected to said garment side surface of said chassis at a first 
location, said absc rbent element comprising a cover sheet having a first portion 
detachably connec ted to at least one of a second portion of said cover sheet absorb e nt 
e l e ment and said ^ arment side surface of said chassis at a second location, wherein 
said absorbent element comprises an absorbent material and wherein said first and 
second portions of said cover sheet absorbent elem e nt are each formed on an outer 
surface of said covsr sheet absorb e nt el e m e nt ; 



securing said chassis to a body of the user; 

insulting said absorbent material with said exudates and thereby causing said 
;o expand; and 

disconnecting said first portion of said cover sheet absorb e nt el e m e nt from 
said at least one of said second portion of said cover sheet absorbent e lement and said 



absorbent material 



garment side surface of said chassis at at least a portion of said second location as said 
absorbent material expands while maintaining said connection between said cover 
sheet absorbent el e m e nt and said garment side surface of said chassis at said first 
location. 



Claim 23 (Cancelled) 



24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element is 
fixedly connected to said chassis at said first location with a primary bond, and 
wherein said first portion of skid cover sheet absorb e nt e l e m e nt is detachably 



connected to ai least one of said second portion of said cover sheet ab s orb e nt e l e ment 
and said chassis at said second location with a secondary bond, wherein said 
secondary bom is weaker than said primary bond. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent material 
has a first and second side, and further comprising a topsheet disposed adjacent said 
first side of said absorbent material. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element 
has a longitudinal extent and wherein said second location is positioned laterally 
outboard from said first location. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 wherein said first location extends 
longitudinally alonglat least a portion of said absorbent element. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein said second location 
extends longitudinally along at least a portion of said absorbent element in a parallel 
relationship with said First location. 



29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 wherein said absorbent element 
has a longitudinal extenl, wherein said first location comprises a pair of laterally 
spaced, parallel and longitudinally extending first locations, and wherein said second 
location comprises a pair^f laterally spaced secondary locations. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2^ 22 wherein said first portion of said 
cover sheet is detachably connected to said second portion of said cover sheet. 



\ 

cover sheet is detachably connected to said chassis. 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) Th^e method of claim 23- 22 wherein said first portion of said 



32. (Currently Arnended) A method of assembling an absorbent garment comprising: 

providing a\chassis having a body side surface and a garment side surface; 
providing ai\ absorbent element comprising an absorbent material and a cover 

sheet : 

bonding said kbsorbent element with a primary bond to said garment side 
surface of said chassis at at least one primary bond region; and 

bonding a first portion of said cover sheet absorbent el e m e nt to at least one of 
a second portion of said cover sheet absorbent e l e ment and said garment side surface 
of said chassis with a secondary bond at at least one secondary bond region, wherein 
said secondary bond is weaker than said primary bond and wherein said first and 
second portions of said coyer sheet absorbent e l e m e nt are each formed on an outer 
surface of said cover sheet Absorbent e lem e nt . 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said first and second 
bond regions are laterally spaced. 



34. (Previously Presented) The^ method of claim 32 wherein at least one said primary 
bond region comprises a pair of laterally spaced, parallel and longitudinally extending 
primary bond regions, and whe)ein said at least one secondary bond region comprises 
a pair of laterally spaced secondary bond regions. 



35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said absorbent material 
comprises a first fold having opposite side edges and a second and third fold attached 
to said opposite side edges of said first fold respectively and extending inwardly in an 
overlying relationship with said firstlfold. 



36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising disposing a 

topsheet adjacent one side of said absorbent element. 

i 
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37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said chassis comprises 
spaced apart front and back panels, and further comprising bonding said cover sheet 
of said absorbent element to a garment side surface of each of said front and back 
panels with a-said Vimary bond. 



38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wh e rein said absorbent e lement 
furth e r comprises a qov e r sheet, w^her e in said cover she e t is bonded to said garment 



sid e surfac e of said c 



lassis with said at l e ast on e primary bond at said primary bond 



region, wh e r e in said oover sh ee t compris e s said first and s e cond portions of said 



absorb e nt e l e m e nt, w 



second portion of saic 
secondary bond regio: 



lerein said first portion of said cover sheet is bonded to said 
cover sheet with said secondary bond at said at least one 



39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wh e r e in said absorb e nt el e m e nt 
furth e r compris e s a cover sheet, wh e r e in said cov e r she e t is bond e d to said chassis 
with said primary bond at said primar}^ bond r e gion, and wh e r e in said cover sh e et 
compris e s said first and s e cond portions of said absorb e nt el e m e nt, wherein said first 
portion of said cover shey is bonded to said chassis with said secondary bond at said 
secondary bond region. 



Claims 40-48 (Cancelled). 



49. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
element is fixedly, detachably connected to said garment side surface of said chassis. 

/ 



50. (New) The 
comprises an 



absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent element further 
outer cover disposed over said cover sheet. 
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51 . (New) The method of claim 22 wherein said providing said absorbent element 
further comprises providing an outer cover disposed over said cover sheet. 

\ 52. (New) The method of claim 32 wherein said providing said absorbent element 
further comprises providing an outer cover disposed over said cover sheet. 
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